
 
 

 
 

 https://northlandwoodturners.nz 

 21 Selwyn Ave, Avenues, Whangarei 0110, NZ 

 contact@northlandwoodturners.nz 

 
 

Members 
Handbook 

 
 

Contents Page 

Welcome and Introductory Information 1 
Club History 3 

Committee 5 
Health and Safety Policy 6 

Annex A: Safety Rules 11 

 
 

 September 2019 
  



Members Handbook 
September 2019 

 

 

 
1 

Welcome and Introductory Information 
 
Welcome 
We welcome you as a new member. Our club is an active wood craft club that has grown 
from small beginnings and temporary meeting places in the late 1970’s to now having our 
own permanent club room and a large membership. The club was the second woodturning 
club to be formed in NZ, and continues to grow with an increasing number of members. 
Members are mostly hobbyist woodcrafters, and we also enjoy the company of professional 
woodturner members. Help and advice are given freely: a characteristic of the woodturning 
fraternity. 
 
Equipment 
The club has six lathes, including the latest Nova DVR Saturn, as well as tools and 
accessories. There are a range of other woodworking tools and machines available at the 
club. Please ensure safety rules are followed when using this equipment. 
 
Club Nights 
Each club night members are encouraged to bring along their successful and not-so-
successful projects for display on the Show-and-Tell table. An open explanation of the 
maker’s methods, wood used and problems encountered, is our way of sharing knowledge. 
There is a monthly competition usually based on a previous demonstration, producing a 
wide range of shapes, ideas and techniques to learn from.  
 
Responsibilities 
Members are requested to wear their name badges at meetings. Committee members are 
the people to approach with suggestions and problems, and they as well as you are 
responsible for your safety. IT IS YOUR CLUB. As a club member you have access to the full 
club facilities. Please contact a committee member before entering the club as security and 
safety measures need to be explained and we need to be sure that you are competent to 
use the equipment. A key is available for members from the Quarry Craft Co-op Shop during 
shop hours. 
 
Club Room 
The present club room was built by members but is owned by the Northland Craft Trust (The 
Quarry Trust). From time to time it is used by other craft people, drawing and painting 
groups. Therefore, it is essential to leave the club room tidy and secure, with tools and 
accessories locked in their appropriate colour coded cupboards after use.  
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Annual Dinner & Competitions 
Each November, an annual dinner is organised at The Kamo Club and members’ work for the 
year is displayed and judged by a visiting judge. A variety of entry categories in both turning 
and wood craft (including furniture) make for an interesting and social evening. 
 
Christmas Shop 
Each year, during December we rent a shop in the city to display and sell the accumulated 
products of our members. A 15% commission is taken by the club to cover expenses. We 
welcome your company and contribution. 
 
Fees 
The annual subscription and fees are confirmed by members at the AGM in March. Each 
meeting night, the first and third Tuesday of the month, (except January), members are 
expected to pay a fee to cover tea/coffee and routine maintenance. For current subs and 
fees visit our website: northlandwoodturners.nz/membership. 
 
Affiliations 
The club is affiliated to the National Association of Woodworkers of NZ Inc. (NAW). The 
NAW produces a valuable magazine called “Creative Wood” four times a year. The 
publication contains articles and tips from NZ and overseas contributors as well as lists of NZ 
clubs and dates of conferences and symposiums, weekend “hands on” plus demonstrations 
that other clubs arrange. The magazine is great value and so are the listed events. The NAW 
also arranges for overseas and national demonstrators, on occasion, to travel to local clubs. 
 
We encourage all members to join the NAW because it is such good value for money. 
Individual membership of the NAW is optional but includes subscription to the magazine, 
voting rights at national level and an invitation to submit your ideas, tips and articles. 
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Club History 
 

1979 - Rick Taylor and Pat Rudolph formed a group of six people who met in 

member’s workshops and the Scout Hall in Morningside. About one year later they 
moved to St John's Church Hall in Kensington where they were able to hire a lathe. 
 

1982 - the first AGM was held and Rick Taylor was elected President and Arthur 

Sanger as Secretary/Treasurer. 
 

1983 - the Club began holding meetings in Fred Warren's garage in Kamo. 

 

1992 - the Club moved to Frank Yovich Builders Workshop in Herekino St. Stu 

McLaggan was a partner in the building firm and the Club used the Workshop free of 
rent. 
 
Building the Clubroom 

February 1997 - It became apparent that the Club needed to find another venue for 

meetings. 
 

26 February 1997 - The Club met with the Northland Craft Trust (NCT) Trustees and it 

was agreed that NCT would make available a site at the Quarry in Selwyn Ave on which 
the Woodturners would erect a building. 
   

15 April 1997 - At a Club meeting there was a unanimous decision to proceed with 

building a club house. The club did not have enough money to finance the project so 
several members put in between $500 and $5,000 each. This money was eventually 
paid back to these members, however in some cases members gave it back as a 
donation. The Club was debt-free in under three years. 
 

17 April 1997 - Just two days later, the first working bee was held to clear the site 

and start on preparing foundations. Several more working bees completed the boxing 
and steel work. The boxing, shutters and trowelling machine were all made available 
through the Yovich workshop.  
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15 May 1997 - The concrete floor was poured. The NCT provided the concrete and 

materials and a man to help lay it. Before the concrete could be poured a 1.5 m rock 
had to be chipped away with crowbars to allow 100 mm of concrete to be poured! The 
Trust also provided five windows. Further working bees assembled the framing which 
was all cut out at the Frank Yovich Builders Workshop and transported to the Quarry. 
Stu McLaggan was project manager for the job and John Whelan did the electrical 
work. Noel Flyger carved the sign above the door. 
 

25 June 1997 - The roof was put on. 

 

16 October 1997 - The building was inspected and signed off by Council. 

 
Constitution 
In May 2010 the Committee, led by President Bob Langford, Secretary Jim Maloney and 
Treasurer Sid Ware drew up a draft Constitution for the Club. At a Special General Meeting 
held on 3 August 2010 the Constitution was adopted by the unanimous vote of the 33 
members. In September that year the Club was registered with the Companies Office as an 
Incorporated Society. 
 
Expansion of the Clubroom 
As Club membership grew it became necessary to expand our Club building to provide more 
seating for viewing demonstrations and more room for two DVR lathes. The tiered seating 
extension was built in 2011 followed by the additional workshop space (on the right as you 
come in the door) in 2013. Once again, the building work was completed by members’ 
voluntary labour guided by Gary Sandford and Murray Kell. The electrical work was done by 
Malcolm Burrell. 
 
Funding for the building extensions was provided by Pub Charities and Whangarei District 
Council with club funds supplying the extras such as security alarms, electrical wiring, 
decoration etc. 
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Committee 
 
2019 Committee Members 
 
President: 
Bob Langford E: president@northlandwoodturners.nz 
 
Vice President: 
Jim Maloney E: vicepresident@northlandwoodturners.nz 
 
Secretary: 
Simon Peacey E: secretary@northlandwoodturners.nz 
 
Treasurer: 
Rajaraman Venkateswaran E: treasurer@northlandwoodturners.nz 
 
Committee: 
Bonny Rowson 
Don Coutts 

E: bonnyrowson@hotmail.com 
E: gillanddon1@gmail.com 

Granville Haworth E: granville-haworth@hotmail.co.uk 
John Lambly E: jalambly@xtra.co.nz 
Shane Hewitt E: shane@kauriart.com 
 
Life members 
Life membership is an achievement awarded to those who have demonstrated outstanding 
contribution and commitment to not only the Northland Woodturners & Woodworkers 
Club, but to the collective arts of woodturning and woodworking.  
 
There are currently four life members of NWWC: 
 
Bob Langford 
Derek Finegan 
Rick Taylor 
Shane Hewitt 
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Health and Safety Policy 
 
Responsibilities 
All Club members are responsible for health and safety on both an individual and collective 
basis. 
 
Health & Safety initiatives are intended to identify and minimise risk, not to prevent 
activities taking place or to make them onerous or unenjoyable. 
 
Everyone should continually monitor their environment, in your own workshop or at the 
Club, identifying potential hazards and ensuring practical measures are in place to 
minimise the risk of injury to yourself and others. If you identify a problem at a Club event 
you should address the issue immediately. If you are unable to do so you must inform the 
event organiser or a committee member. 
 
Risk Assessment 
The identification of potential hazards at the Club has been undertaken by your committee. 
This risk assessment covers the normal operations and events carried out by the Club. In 
order to minimise the risks presented by identified hazards all members are required to 
follow the safety rules attached to this policy (Annex A), plus other safety measures 
detailed herein. 
 
General Safety Considerations 
Injury caused whilst wood turning can invariably be put down to four things: 
 

 Not checking the wood can turn freely before switching on the lathe. 
 Not understanding the correct procedures and safety measures. 
 Experienced turners taking risks due to over-familiarity with machinery, tools or 

processes. 
 Lack of concentration or tiredness. 

 
Informing Members 
All members are to receive a copy of this Health and Safety Policy, together with periodic 
briefings and instruction on particular safety matters. 
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Working Alone 
Ensure that you do not exceed your capabilities, particularly when lifting/moving 
heavy/awkward items. Be extra vigilant when operating machinery. Ensure others know 
where you are and when you will return. Have an effective means of communication in 
case of emergency. 
 
Electrical Safety 
All portable club equipment (any piece of equipment that is fitted with a plug) should be 
tested/checked on a regular basis. 
 
All electrical equipment, whether owned by the Club or members must be checked visually 
before each period of use ensuring for example that: 
 

 The flex is in good condition with no cuts or fraying. 
 Cable clamps in the appliance and in the plug are clamping the outer sheathing of 

the flex. 
 There is no sign of burning on the plug or cable. 
 The correct fuse is fitted – if a fuse blows replace it with one of the correct rating 

(only replace a blown fuse once before identifying the cause). 
 The switch on the appliance is functioning properly. 

 
If any of the above is not right, rectify or replace before using the equipment. 
 
Fire Safety 
Northland Craft Trust (NCT), as owners of the Club premises, should have complied with 
the local fire regulations, however the Club is responsible for making sure that all 
reasonable steps are taken to ensure that a fire isn't started and, in the event of a fire, that 
all persons present are able to exit the premises. 
 
Club members should ensure they are familiar with the location of fire extinguishers / 
hoses and their use. 
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Safety Tips 
These safety tips should be followed in your home workshop as well as at the Club. 
 
Safe and effective use of a wood lathe together with related tools and equipment requires 
a thorough understanding and application of the instructions and procedures for using 
these items. 
 

 Ensure machines and/or tools are in good repair and functioning correctly. Ensure 
machines (especially lathes and grinders) are secured to a bench or the floor. Check 
for damaged parts, alignment, binding of moving parts and secure locking of 
banjos/ tool-posts etc. 

 
 Check electrical safety and RCD protection. Ensure all electrical items / cables / 

sockets are protected against moisture including rain / dew etc. 
 

 Work within your capabilities and limits. An experienced wood turner may be 
capable of techniques and procedures not recommended for inexperienced 
turners. Don't overreach, keep proper footing and balance at all times. Seek advice 
from experienced members when pushing your boundaries. 

 
 Always wear eye protection or full-face shield when needed. Provide a screen to 

protect spectators and/or keep them at a safe distance. 
 

 Wood dust control and/or protection should be in place at all times especially when 
sanding. Hearing protection should be worn during extended periods of operation 
of noisy equipment. Tie back long hair, do not wear gloves, loose clothing, jewellery 
or any dangling objects that may catch in rotating parts or accessories. Use suitable 
covered footwear to protect against dropped tools etc. 

 
 Ensure your work area is suitable; with sufficient space to work safely, adequate 

lighting, ventilation and non-slip flooring. Any electrical cables should be made 
obvious and/or protected. 

 
 Make certain that any belt guards or covers etc. are in place. Check that all 

clamping devices such as on the tailstock and tool rest are tight. 
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 Exercise caution when using stock with cracks, splits, checks, bark, knots, irregular 
shapes or protuberances. 

 
 Rotate the workpiece by hand to ensure it clears the tool rest and bed before 

turning the lathe on. Ensure the work piece is firmly mounted. Tighten chuck jaws 
periodically when turning, particularly with green wood, or if you have left wood in 
the chuck for a period e.g. overnight. When turning between centres, ensure the 
work is secure with sufficient tailstock pressure. 

 
 Always set the lathe to a lower speed before turning a new item and keep the 

speed lower until the workpiece is balanced. This helps avoid the possibility of an 
unbalanced piece jumping out of the lathe and striking the operator or excessive 
wobbling of the lathe. Use slower speeds for larger diameter or rough pieces and 
increase speed for smaller diameters and pieces that are balanced. 

 
 Never stand in line with the workpiece/grind wheel/saw blade when you switch-on 

your lathe/grinder/saw. Once running, check for undue vibrations etc. before 
proceeding. If the lathe is shaking or vibrating, lower the speed. If the workpiece 
vibrates always stop the machine to check the reason. 

 
 Turn the lathe off before adjusting the tool rest. If you drop the workpiece, a tool, 

or a chuck key etc. switch the lathe off before bending down or reaching over to 
pick it up. 

 
 When running a lathe in reverse the chuck or faceplate can unscrew. Only run your 

lathe in reverse if you use a spindle locking screw or device. 
 

 Remove chuck keys and adjusting spanners unless you are actually using them. 
Form a habit of checking for these and any spindle locking devices before switching 
the lathe on. 

 
 Always remove the tool rest before sanding or polishing. 

 
 Keep tools sharp and clean for better and safer performance. Wear eye protection 

when sharpening. Don't force a blunt tool. Don't use a tool for a purpose not 
intended. Keep tools out of reach of children. Do not be tempted to use modified 
tools, such as converted files etc.  
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 Stay alert. Watch what you are doing and use common sense. Don't operate tools 
when you are tired or under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

 
 Never leave the lathe running unattended. Turn the power off when not in use. 

Don't leave the lathe until it comes to a complete stop. 
 

 Clear away shavings before scorching or using pyrography. Have a damp cloth to 
hand. 

 
 Dispose of rags etc. used for solvent/oil carefully as they can self-ignite. 

 
 Label all dyes, stains, sealers, thinners, lacquers, polishes etc. Keep in appropriate 

containers in a safe place, away from sources of ignition. 
 
If you are unsure about any aspect of the operation of your tools/ equipment or about 
safety measures, consult an experienced Club member or any Committee Member. 
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Annex A 
 

Safety Rules 
You are responsible for your own safety and the safety of others. 

 
Personal safety checks before turning on the lathe: 
 

 Clothing – close fitting and securely fastened. 
 Safety Glasses/Face shield – worn undamaged and clean. 
 Closed Footwear- feet protected. 
 No unsecured long hair, jewellery etc. 
 Footing – floor not slippery or obstructed. 
 Clear area around the lathe. 

 
Before turning on your lathe, always check set-up: 
 

 Wood – sound, firmly secured, and balanced. 
 Chuck – secure on headstock, jaws in good condition and tight. 
 Spindle – unlocked. 
 Tool rest – at correct height. 
 Securely locked – tool rest, tailstock, & headstock. 
 Clearances – tool rest & work piece (do a full rotation). 
 Lighting – placement. 
 Tools – sharp and at hand on table. 
 Correct speed - Slow to start for larger or unbalanced pieces. 

 
When working: 
 

 Stand clear when starting the lathe. 
 Stop the lathe before altering the tool rest. 
 Don't leave the lathe running unattended. 
 Unusual noises = Stop immediately. Check work piece fixing, faults or cracks in 

timber, clearances and lathe. 
 Sanding – move tool rest well clear, and keep speed low (to avoid burning fingers 

and heat cracks in the wood. 
  

! 
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When finished: 
 

 Turn power off to the lathe. 
 Clean up – lathe, tools, tool table and floor area. 
 Return gear to storage and lock all lathe and other cupboards. 

 
If unsure about anything – always check or ask! 


